DOCTORAL CANDIDATE  SPOKEN ENGLISH

CLASS NOTES

Class 3.  October 8, 2005.   Culture.  Next Class
IDIOMS:
spill the beans

on hold

in the pipeline

play it by ear

sitting pretty  (
CULTURE

1  LIVERPOOL: 2008 CITY OF CULTURE
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Liverpool has been named European Capital of Culture 2008 by Culture Secretary Tessa Jowell. Ms Jowell said the competition had been "fantastic" with all the bids being of the highest standard. The city beat five other hopefuls - Bristol, Birmingham, Cardiff, Newcastle-Gateshead and Oxford - to win the coveted prize. The title is expected to attract more tourists, increase investment and create jobs, as well as boost the profile of the winning city. It promises a year-long festival featuring art, architecture, ballet, comedy, cinema, food, fashion, literature, music, opera, science and theatre. Liverpool was also named a World Heritage Site as the city's historic waterfront has been declared an official World Heritage Site by UNESCO.
see poster here
see full British Council arts and culture newsletter here 

2 colorful oriental umbrellas from thomashawk.com photoblog 

  http://thomashawk.com/2005/06/august-2005-photoblog.html 

other pictures: from thomashawk.com photoblog…. These photos are delightful. It really makes you want to notice things around you, and look at the beauty of all these of bundled energy!

WHAT'S BEEN SAID


 Aspects of Culture

	age grading
	calendar
	cooking

	courtship
	divination
	education

	ethnobotany
	family
	folklore

	games
	government
	hospitality

	kin groups
	law
	marriage

	modesty
	mythology
	penal system

	postnatal care
	puberty customs
	sexual restrictions

	supernatural beings
	trade
	weather control

	athletic sports
	cleanliness training
	dancing

	division of labor
	etiquette
	feasting

	food taboos
	gestures
	greetings

	housing
	inheritance rules
	luck superstitions

	mealtimes
	mourning
	numerals

	personal names
	religious ritual
	soul concept

	surgery
	visiting
	bodily adornment

	community groups
	cosmology
	decorative art



	dream interpretation
	ethics
	funeral rites

	hair styles
	hygiene
	joking

	language
	magic
	medicine

	music
	population policy
	residence rules

	status differences
	tool making
	


MORE LEXICAL ITEMS ON  CULTURE

culture shock, culturally appropriate, stereotype, ethnic minority, mainstream, dominant culture, heritage, cultural preservation, multiculturalism, artifact, ethnicity, sociology, cultural transplant, …(
IDIOMS ANSWERED:
	idiom
	meaning
	example

	spill the beans
	reveal a secret
	He was planning to surprise her with some plane tickets to Thailand for her birthday, but someone spilled the beans.

	on hold
	action on something has been temporarily suspended, no action is being taken
	Since he was in the surprise car accident, his plans to train for the National Sports Finals has been put on hold.

	in the pipeline
	in preparation, but not yet ready
	Some reforms and changes to the system are already in the pipeline. Further titles from J.K.Rowling are in the pipeline.

	play it by ear
	improvise as one goes along
	"What do you want to do after we see the movie?" "I don't know. Let's just play it by ear. We'll think of something interesting to do."

	sitting pretty
	in a fortunate position
	”Jim and Jenny sold their house.”  “Yeah, now they’re sitting pretty. As a matter of fact, they’re thinking of going on a long vacation.”


Next Class  (
(Next class we will continue the fascinating and inexhaustible topic of Culture! 


DCSE04_hwk.txt





Today, we certainly spent too much time trying to organize groups, but I think once we had our new groups, there were many lively discussions going on. Do you agree?





As for homework, we will continue our discussions on *** Culture ***, and ask one person to present a short summary of the main points of the discussion.





Go over the Class Notes, and your textbook, and review and learn the new lexical items. 





Remember - often these days, research is not in one department alone! Research today is complex, and often involves several related disciplines working together (for example, microbiology and atomic physics, or civil engineering with microbiology, etc). So you should increase your uptake of useful and academic vocabulary in English - it will undoubtedly propel you along in your career. It may also even give you a broader perspective on things, life, and the world, with limitless new horizons opening in the distance (just like the two astronauts now orbiting the planet!).





Did you know that at least one of the two Chinese astronauts comes from a farming family? What great honor they are bringing to their nation now!





If you find something interesting in the next week (from the newspaper, internet, or library), make a copy of it, and bring it to class, and share it.

















DCSE03.doc


