DOCTORAL CANDIDATES SPOKEN ENGLISH CLASS NOTES   

Class 8.  November 17, 2005.

IDIOMS

to be a snap For Albert Einstein, e=mc2 is a snap.

to be out of the question Since you failed the last test, your going to the class party is out of the question. 
to be savvy about sthg Al-Qaeda is becoming very savvy in urban warfare.

to be up and running The Chinese economy is up and running now; nobody can stop it.

to be the last straw (the straw that broke the camel’s back) This was the fifth time the teen came home later than promised, and it was the last straw. He was grounded for a month.

to be the pits I have heard of some stupid fashion details in my time, but this is the pits.

BOOK TOPIC 
Famous People (unit 5)

Activity: Make a list of famous people. Don’t show it to your classmate. Let them try to guess whom it is by asking you yes/no questions (ie. Is it a woman? Is she living? Is she an athlete? etc).

List of remarkable people: Nelson Mandela, 

LEXICAL ITEMS

· biography, autobiography

· famous

· celebrity

· bio 

· life story 

· memoirs

· confessions 

· diary

· journal

· letters

· famous for [doing sthg, his …, her…]

IDIOMS EXPLAINED

to be a snap
to be a very easy, as easy as falling off a log 

to be out of the question
impossible, not worth consideration

to be savvy about  (old slang)
to be knowledgeable about sthg

to be up and running
to be functioning properly, well

to be the last straw 
   to be the final action that causes a drastic reaction

to be the pits  
   to be fed up; to be exasperated; 

QUESTIONS

1. Is fame worth all the stress and lack of privacy?

