DOCTORAL CANDIDATE WRITTEN ENGLISH

LESSON NOTES
2005.10.12  Lesson 4  Homework
CHECKING YOUR HOMEWORK: 

Work in groups. You can share your stories with each other. Each of you should read your story with feeling and enthusiasm. Talk together about the merits of each composition, and give some helpful suggestions to each other.
LINKS FOR YOUR REVIEW

Lascaux cave  (France)

http://www.culture.gouv.fr/culture/arcnat/lascaux/fr/index.html 

GIVING DETAILS

The Writing Process
(1) Writing situation: Choose a topic. Identify your audience (this will help you set the tone). Think about your purpose (persuade, describe, narrate, etc.)

[writer-topic-reader]

[author/subject/audience]

(2) Writing process: Pre-write (brainstorm, 5W-How); draft; re-write. The process is cyclic. You edit your draft by doing the following: add, cut, replace, relocate. This is where you shape your composition, give it color, and substance, and form. 

[pre-write/draft/re-write]

[possibility/limitation/fulfilment]

(3) Thesis statement:From all the facts, and different ideas, form your thesis statement. Remember your purpose, choose and organize your ideas (big and small), enrich your content (examples, facts, illustrations, quotations, anecdotes, statistics).  

[theme/few ideas/many facts]

(4) Paragraph development: Unity (common topic), Coherence (do the parts belong together? does each sentence and paragraph contribute proportionally to the whole?), Cohesion (are the sentences in a paragraph linked together? are there transitions between paragraphs? what bridges have you used?).

[unity/coherence/cohesion]

(5) Essay Organization.  Your Beginning should catch the interest of your reader. It should have pinch. The Middle should have mass and substance and proportion. Once you have the shape and weight that you want, you must do the final proofread. Check carefully for mistakes in grammar, spelling, and punctuation. In addition to reading your paper aloud and very slowly, you should distinctly pronounce exactly what you see; this will help you identify any mistakes. The last step is to write or print out your final version, and submit a clean, revised, and proofread paper.

[beginning/middle/end]

[opening/body/closing]

(6) The final step is to proofread your piece carefully. Comb through it, looking for errors in spelling, grammar, and punctuation. Then, print it out, or write it out neatly on a blank piece of A4 paper, and submit your clean, revised, and proofread composition at class.

[spelling/grammar/punctuation]

remember the chart 

SAMPLE TO STUDY

http://www.sciencenews.org/articles/20031101/fob6.asp    

Stone Age Code Red: Scarlet symbols emerge in Israeli cave

Bruce Bower
The Qafzeh Cave in Israel contains skeletal remains of modern Homo sapiens that are more than 90,000 years old, as well as more-recent signs of human occupation. Investigators now say that red ocher found in Qafzeh Cave's oldest sections supports the controversial theory that symbolic thinking, a hallmark of modern-day human thought, arose deep in the Stone Age. 

	[image: image2.jpg]




	HUE CLUE. An ancient lump of red ocher excavated at Qafzeh Cave contains evidence of scraping by stone implements.
G. Laron, Inst. of Archaeology/Hebrew Univ.


Archaeologists traditionally have held that the assigning of separate meanings to certain items or colors emerged no more than 50,000 years ago, with the appearance of Upper Paleolithic cultures. 

In the Middle East and Eurasia, however, "many symbolic behaviors that are considered modern existed for a time [before the Upper Paleolithic] and then disappeared, to be reinvented time and again," contends Erella Hovers of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, who directed the Qafzeh project. 

Her argument hinges on the discovery of 71 pieces of red ocher, a form of iron oxide typically used as a pigment, as well as ocher-stained stone tools, near several of Qafzeh's oldest H. sapiens graves. The same sediment holds the remains of large hearths and, intriguingly, scattered shells of inedible mollusks Preliminary chemical analyses indicate that the ocher had been heated. 
In the August-October Current Anthropology, Hovers and her coworkers propose that, more than 90,000 years ago, lumps of ocher from nearby sources were brought to the cave, carefully heated in hearths to yield specific hues of red, and used with the shells in possibly symbolic activities related to burying the dead. 

Evidence of similar ocher use near human graves doesn't appear again at Qafzeh Cave until 12,700 years ago, the scientists say. 

The precise meanings of the ocher-based practices remain unknown, Hovers notes. Many nonindustrial societies today regard the color red as symbolic of fertility or vitality. 
Prehistoric artwork and other symbolic expressions commonly occurred in large populations that stayed for extended periods at resource-rich locations, Hovers says. In the small, nomadic groups typical of Stone Age Middle East, a capacity for symbolic behavior would have surfaced only for special activities at designated sites, such as the interment of the dead at Qafzeh Cave, she argues. 

Several commentaries appear with the new report and offer mixed reactions to Hovers' analysis of the Qafzeh artifacts. 

According to Sally McBrearty of the University of Connecticut in Storrs, for example, ocher processing at Qafzeh adds to evidence of "the very great antiquity of the color red as a symbolic category." Engraved ocher dates to 77,000 years ago in South Africa (SN: 1/19/02, p. 40: Available to subscribers at http://www.sciencenews.org/20020119/note10.asp), she notes. 

COLLOCATIONS
Below are some collocations.  These are combinations of words (adj/n, adv/v, …) that are often used together.
	academic
	facilities

	academic
	future

	acceptable
	future

	ad hoc
	committee

	added
	burden

	added
	complexity

	added
	ingredient

	added
	safety

	adverse 
	effect

	another
	dimension

	crystal
	form

	dead
	battery

	definite
	answer

	detrimental
	effect

	devastating
	effect

	discussion
	thread

	distribution
	sector

	dying
	breed

	endangered
	species

	excessive
	speed

	fond
	farewell

	glowing
	future

	glowing
	remark

	glowing
	report

	great
	promise

	group-based
	therapy

	humiliating 
	defeat

	overwhelming
	majority

	packing
	slip

	pressing
	assignment

	public 
	opinion

	public
	school

	public
	sector

	public 
	support

	simply
	stated

	standing
	committee

	stirring
	rendition

	urgent
	matter


RESEARCH AND WRITING HOMEWORK (
(1) We are going to make a list of websites that can help us learn more about our areas of interest and research. You have to go online, and use various search engines to find out which sites are helpful for you. For each website that is useful, you must give the URL, describe the website briefly, give the English language level [Very Technical, Advanced, Intermediate] and rate the site for its usefulness, content, and tourability.

	site
	description
	en
	rate (/5)

	www.sciencemag.org
	excellent comprehensive science portal; some public domain articles; subscription service also; 
	A,I
	((((

	www.scoopydo.haha
	good news site for medical and health-related articles;
	VT
	(((


(2) Searching for lexical items: You must pick an article from one of the sites on your list. Then you must go through it, and look for phrases and strings (groups of words that belong together), and make a list of them. You can use MS Excel spreadsheet if you want, and sort them on the first field and second field (see sorted chart below) 

Here are the screenshots on how to do this:

collocations1.gif
collocations2.gif
collocations3.gif
collocations4.gif
Try to find 20 to 30 collocations from the articles you read, and then add some more of your own.

Write a descriptive composition for next class on any one of the following topics:


The Hypocondriac.


Ms/Mr Meticulous.


The Procrastinator.


The Butterfly.


Ms/Mr Gadget 


Ms/Mr Chatterbox


The Gossiper


Ms/Mr Know-It-All


The Heartbreaker


Ms/Mr Self-Centered


An animal, bird, or insect you have observed lately.


Some interesting people on campus


Netizens I've met only online





Write a 200-300 word composition describing someone using one of the above “personality types”. Please use A4 paper, and put  2cm  margins on all sides. If possible, print it out.








