POST-GRADUATE SPOKEN ENGLISH

CLASS NOTES
Class 9. November 29/30, 2005.

IDIOMS

	brush up on sthg
	You’ll have to brush up on your typing if you intend to get a part-time secretarial job.

	throw in the towel
	He’s failed his driving test three times and I have the feeling that he’s going to throw in the towel.

	below the mark, off the mark, up to the mark， up to scratch 符合要求的, up to par
常规，常态：一种被看作是平均水准的量或水平；一般标准
	I guessed at the answer, but unfortunately I was way off the mark. His sales performance was up to the mark. It’s too bad his results are below the mark.

	hit the road, get going, get moving, let’s motor

	Let’s hit the road now – it’s getting late, and I’m hungry.

	hit the books
	I have to hit the books for a few hours this afternoon.

	mull it over
	I have to mull over what Sally had said before making my final decision.

	get back on one’s feet
	She’s trying to get back on her feet after breaking up with So-and-so.

	chip in
	If we all chip in a pound or so, we surely will have enough money to buy a new coffee machine.


check the meaning   

check this site for more idioms: http://www.answers.com/main/words.jsp or http://www.idiomsite.com/ 

look for more examples: http://sara.natcorp.ox.ac.uk/lookup.html 

casual labourer: = office temp 临时雇员：如在办公室中的临时性工作人员 
industry 勤劳，勤勉：对某个任务或劳作热情地投入；勤奋：
industriousness

work oneself up to… move up the company ladder… was promoted… 

plain sailing… sailing smoothly…
lech 肉欲, 好色的人
lecherous

jumping the gun…在…之前过早行动或开始：
break the news to so. 委婉地把坏消息告诉(某人)
corner so.

dignity自信和自尊

fractionated把…分成几部分；分开
girder 一水平的铁制或木制的桁条，用来作为建筑物或桥梁的主要支撑物
truss 桁架：用木棒或金属棒做成的坚硬的构架，用于支撑屋顶等结构

gash一个又长，又深的口子
attendant on it 随后的：伴随着或作为结果跟随的：
kvetch – Yiddish 意第绪语,– complain in a nagging or whining way

Hebrew… 

Primary care-giver (has main custody)

Secondary care-giver (look after child on weekends and holidays)

Child maintenance 

Separation  分居：终止配偶关系的协议或法院的法令, 

Divorce
Feel bitter 剧烈的：由悲痛、苦恼或失望引起的，表现出悲痛、苦恼和失望的：
Become cynical 愤世嫉俗的，讽世的：对别人的动机、善行或正直鄙视的：towards marriage…
Androcentrism大男子主义
Machoism 男子的，大男子的：以大男子气概为特征的或受大男子气概激发的
Androcentric viewpoint…
Financial problem

Loyalty

Single-parent family

Brought up in a single-parent family

Kid will miss out on漏掉；遗漏 care and love from the other parent

Victim… 
Step-mother, step-father,…
Lose out on 错过（机会）some guidance…
Family violence (domestic violence)
Physical abuse…
Zero tolerance (for physical abuse)

DEBATE 
Marriage is {forever, good for a term, obsolete, the foundation of the family, a fortress 要塞：构筑了堡垒的地方，尤指大的、永久性的军事驻地，常包括一个城镇 of well-being康乐：健康、幸福或富裕的状态；福利, a prison, a garden,…}

QUOTES AND FACTS

(1) All married couples should learn the art of battle as they should learn the art of making love. Good battle is objective and honest--never vicious or cruel. Good battle is healthy and constructive, and brings to a marriage the principle of equal partnership.  Ann Landers

(2) A happy marriage is a long conversation which always seems too short  Andre Malois
(3) We only regard those unions as real examples of love and real marriages in which a fixed and unalterable decision has been taken. If men or women contemplate an escape, they do not collect all their powers for the task. In none of the serious and important tasks of life do we arrange such a "getaway." We cannot love and be limited.  Aflred Adler

(4) Marriage is the triumph of imagination over intelligence.  Oscar Wilde

(5) This 4th of February will be the mightiest day in the history of our lives, the holiest, & the most generous toward us both--for it makes of two fractional lives a whole; it gives to two purposeless lives a work, & doubles the strength of each whereby to perform it; it gives to two questioning natures a reason for living, & something to live for; it will give a new gladness to the sunshine, a new fragrance to the flowers, a new beauty to the earth, a new mystery to life; &, Livy, it will give a new revelation to love, a new depth to sorrow, a new impulse to worship. In that day the scales will fall from our eyes & we shall look upon a new world. Speed it!  Mark Twain to Olivia
LEXICAL ITEMS词条, 词项 ON 

· marriage is on the rocks

· going through a rough time

· split up, break up,

· be separated

· be divorced

· partnership

· marriage counseling (对个人,社会以及心理等问题的)咨询服务
· marital discord
· quality time品质时间：父亲、母亲或双亲保留来专门讨论与家庭和小孩有关之事务的时间。
Breadth (width) 广度或范围：
Depth 浓淡：丰富或强烈的程度：; 深奥：智力的复杂度或理解度；深奥：
IDIOMS EXPLAINED

	brush up on sthg
	You’ll have to brush up on your typing if you intend to gt a part-time secretarial job.

revise past knowledge/skills; improve something



	throw in the towel
	He’s failed his driving test three times and I have the feeling that he’s going to throw in the towel.

admit defeat or failure and give up trying, lose one’s will to try.

	below the mark, off the mark, up to the mark
	I guessed at the answer, but unfortunately I was way off the mark. His sales performance was up to the mark. It’s too bad his results are below the mark.

be below standard, below expectations

	hit the road
	Let’s hit the road now – it’s getting late, and I’m hungry.

leave a place, be leaving

	hit the books
	I have to hit the books for a few hours this afternoon.

study hard

	mull it over
	I have to mull over what Sally had said before making my final decision.

think about or ponder sthg deeply

	get back on one’s feet
	She’s trying to get back on her feet after breaking up with So-and-so.

restore one’s life back to normal after some kind of problem or crisis

	chip in
	If we all chip in a pound or so, we surely will have enough money to buy a new coffee machine.

contribute a small amount of money


Questions for Discussion

1) Who suffers in a divorce?

2) What causes divorce?

3) How can the divorce rate be controlled and lowered?

Next week: Examinations (lesson 7, p.95)
