POST-GRADUATE SPOKEN ENGLISH

CLASS NOTES
Class 6. November 1, 2005.

IDIOMS

	bottom line

	fall into place

	grab a bite

	nitty gritty

	on/at the cutting edge


check the meaning   

check this site for more idioms:  http://www.answers.com/main/words.jsp or http://www.idiomsite.com/
see more examples:  http://sara.natcorp.ox.ac.uk/lookup.html 

postgrada4@163.com  postgrad    grab a cab 
DEBATE FROM LAST WEEK’S TOPIC
Being romantically in love is a good reason to get married. Romantic love is way over-publicized. 

QUOTES AND FACTS ON ‘URBAN LIVING’

(1)  build, rebuild… check out this photo http://www.adventuresinurbanliving.net/2005/sep/14/overpass.php 

staggering proportions = 难以置信的；惊愕的 huge amount
power-cut, power failure, power outage, 

city-dweller, precarious (unsafe, dangerous)

derailment 出轨 off the track,
exorbitant  at a premium 非常宝贵的：因稀缺而比寻常更为有价值的：
30 million…. Tokyo to Osaka to Yokohama/Hiroshima – 

bullet train 高速客运火车  Shinkansen
geisha 艺妓：日本职业妇女的一种，从儿童时起就被训练招待、跳舞、唱歌，为了男子制造一种欢乐愉悦的气氛的职业或社会聚会
Beijing - green city
Refurnish the place

Clientele  委托人：专业人士或一系列诉讼手续的委托人
Starbucks coffee. Freedom café. Greenery café.

Island.

LEXICAL ITEMS词条, 词项 ON 

· urban, rural, 

· rural migration, population density, temporary workers
· facilities, resources, amenities,
· urban beautification
· upgrade the transportation,…
· boondocks, hick,
· 18-unit high-density urban development (townhouse)
· loft residential project

· former industrial building
· collective housing
WHAT’S BEEN SAID

£3bn homes forecast for North's cities Leeds predicted to lead population growth    by Lizzie Murphy

UP TO £3bn will be invested in city homes in the north of England over the next decade, according to a new report.

A large-scale population explosion in city centres is also predicted in the study, compiled by property experts Knight Frank:
The biggest growth is forecast in Leeds, where the city centre population is predicted to rise from 9,000 to 20,000 by 2015 – an increase of 122 per cent.
Big population rises are also forecast for Liverpool, Newcastle and Sheffield as people are drawn back from the suburbs.
Knight Frank's head of residential research in Leeds, Liam Bailey, said: "We estimate that to date there has been over £1.2bn of residential development alone in the five big northern centres, Manchester, Liverpool, Leeds, Newcastle and Sheffield.
"Looking forward to planned development, this investment can be regarded as the tip of the iceberg. We estimate there will be a further £3bn invested in residential development over the next decade."
The report, Future City, also predicts that the future growth of urban living will be driven, not by young professionals, but by 50 and 60-somethings and families.
Britain's ageing population makes the shift inevitable, according to the report, which says families will be enticed back into city centres as the facilities for them are put in place.
The growth will also have a knock-on effect for the wider areas surrounding the cities, with more housing developments.
The report highlights a trend towards town house and family-friendly developments in cities, some developers incorporating convenience stores, crèches and health centres into their schemes.
The head of Knight Frank's residential operations in the north of England, Julian D'Arcy, said: "City living will continue to grow in popularity, and developers are taking on board the need for better infrastructure, which will attract older people and families. Growing congestion levels in the suburbs makes a home in the city even more attractive.
"In essence, city living is growing up and has been more successful than anyone could have imagined a decade ago.
"Billions of pounds of investment has flowed into Northern towns and cities which were struggling to find a new direction after years of industrial decline and in the space of 10 years a brand new living concept has been established."
In the 10 years up to 2005, more than 16,000 city centre flats were completed in Manchester, Liverpool, Leeds, Newcastle and Sheffield. Another 36,000 are anticipated between now and 2015.
The report includes a survey of people already living in northern city centres. Most choose to live there because it is close to work and social life.
High security and the low maintenance of modern apartments were also plus points. Most people in the city also want green open spaces close by and would like better public transport.
Today's York is a model of future city centre living, the report concludes. It has never lost the tradition of residents living in the city centre.
The report concentrates on the five main Northern city centres. But Knight Frank says there is also a huge role for other towns in the region over the next decade, including Barnsley, Wakefield, Hull, Bolton and Lancaster.               http://www.yorkshiretoday.co.uk/ViewArticle2.aspx?SectionID=55&ArticleID=1223027 
IDIOMS EXPLAINED

	bottom line
	the essential result/outcome/conclusion of the matter; the sum of money that has to be paid
	No explanations, please - just give me the bottom line. How much did we lose on the deal?

	fall into place
	finally become organized, make sense, or fit together, gel
	With the last witness's testimony, the entire sequence of events fell in place. The project is a little bit disorganized right now, but I think things will fall into place before the deadline. The way I think of the band is kind of like puzzle pieces; to me the secret of an effective arrangement is not for everyone to push towards the same kind of sound, but for everyone to play something that's contrasting but interlocking, so that when you listen to the song, all the pieces fall into place around each other.

	grab a bite
	get something to eat.
	I'm really hungry. Would you like to grab a bite with me?

	nitty gritty
	the basic, practical facts; the essential points
	Cut the background details. Let's get down to the nitty gritty of the leader's proposal.

	on/at the cutting edge
	at the forefront of progress in its area
	This new design is really at the cutting edge. Our company is on the cutting edge of gene therapy.


go back to IDIOMS
(1) DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

(2) City or rural – which is better? Why?

(3) Big or Medium-sized or Small City…

(4) Is life complete in the city? Is something missing? Is life complete in the countryside?…
(5) Role-play – tour guide for Guangzhou
(6) Role-play – moving to Guangzhou (farewell to parent)
