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There has been a flurry of feathered research recently on migratory bird and butterfly navigation. Most studies have focused on certain guide mechanisms such as landmarks and waterways that the flying creature is able to recognize. However, they get lost over clear-cut forests once the trees are gone. Recent studies, however, have added learned behavior, genetic disposition, magnetic field sensory input, plus constellation guidance as other navigational tools.

This essay will summarize and pit the best and the latest in all these areas against one another. Birds and butterflies may not have GPS, but certainly do possess highly sophisticated on-board control mechanisms.
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