PostGraduate Spoken & Written English

Near End of Term Notes  (Fall 2005)

Spoken English

The Spoken English final exam will be on December 20 (A1) and December 21 (A4) during regular class time. You will work in pairs. Each pair is allotted 10 minutes altogether. This includes the following approximate times: 
entry and topic selection (1 min.); 

dialog (3 min.);

selection of argument topic and preparation (1 min.);

person A’s argument presentation (2 min.);

person B’s argument presentation (2 min.)



Total: 9 min. (+ 1 min. for buffer)) = 10 min.

You need to arrive only at your scheduled time (you can wait outside if you come early). The schedule of times will be posted on the door.

The topic for the dialog will be a general life situation. The topic for the argument will be from the topics studied in the book during the term.
Written English

The final Written English project will consist of a written mini-research project and summary. Your essay and summary must be handed in on or before the time of your Spoken English evaluation. The length must be reasonable – not too short, and not too long. You must read profusely, think critically, imagine uniquely, synthesize skillfully, assemble expertly, explain lucidly and concisely, and check painstakingly.
The topics include these: 

	Driverless Vehicles
	Selecting a Cell Phone
	DNA Fingerprinting
	New Way(s) to See the Unseen in the Human Body

	How To Do a Press or TV Interview (reporter viewpoint)
	How to Contain a Virus
	Sport Utility Vehicles (SUVs) – Polluting Roadhog or Ideal Vehicle?
	Is Print Dead?

	Topic Selection for TV and Newspaper
	The Most Successful Woman of the 20th Century
	Justice Seekers in the Modern Era
	Does advertising work?

	Globalization – Detriment or Benefit?
	How to Improve the Environment of Jinan University
	The Greatest Invention of All Time
	China’s Space Program - 

	Why Women Outlive Men
	The Biggest Social Problem in China
	The Toy Industry in Guangdong
	Common Worries of My Peers

	Edutainment
	ZhengHe: the world’s first peace ambassador?
	Lin Yutang’s Literary Contribution to World Culture
	


Citing other sources: When you refer to the research or comments, etc of someone else, you should put a superscript number at the end of the sentence like this. (1)

The project must be typed on A4 blank paper. It must have a covering title sheet, a half-page summary, the essay itself, and the references. Each of these sections must start on a separate page. 

Margins: 1 inch on left, top, center. Right margin: 2 inch.  Font: Book Antiqua font (size 12). Line spacing: exactly 17pt. Paragraph spacing: (before) 6pt, (after) 6pt. 

In the essay itself section, you should make the right margin 2 inch as a place for you to add comments. In the right margin, you should handwrite a Commentary based on what you learned in class about writing. It can include parts of your outline.

	Text
	Commentary

	Throughout time, people have sought new ways of communication. The 20th and 21st centuries are no exceptions. Technological advances have opened up entirely new methods and modes of communication, and have provided a platform and tools for any aspiring person to express his or her unique ideas and opinions. The camcorder, the digital camera, and a computer connected to the internet are the tools of choice that have given people of mainstream or minority status their representative voice. And this voice can potentially be shared with millions. Using these tools and putting this power and range of expression within reach of the common person can be called grassroots journalism. 

The camcorder, the digital camera, and an online computer are the hardware. Bulletin board systems (BBS), listservs, SIGs, forums, blogs that allow comments and linkback, vlogs, picture galleries, wikis, podcasting–these are just some of the types of software that for the most part are easy-to-use and easy-on-the-wallet, yet allow for two-way exchange (article or idea, plus feedback or comments by netizens).  

By looking at several websites written and maintained by amateur writers around the world, I will attempt to show how personal websites that individuals create, maintain, and expand according to their own preferences and choices are growing phenomenally in popularity. I will look at websites of both professional writers and amateur writers. I will show how they use a variety of software and design features that make writing and reading and verbal expression a joyful experience. Ultimately, we will conclude that the soapbox has been taken from the rulers and politicians, and has now been put in front of the people.
	introduction

the role of technology in communication

pronoun back reference; technology of grassroots journalism

keyterm: grassroots journalism

summary of the necessary hardware and software

thesis statement: examples of websites that utilize the hardware to share information, culture, ideas,..

development format: examples

keyterm and image: soapbox for the people.


Then at the end of the project, you must put the Endnotes or References section. It should include further explanations or secondary material, bibliographic citations, internet references. These should be done in standard style. If you mention another researcher’s name/work, you must include it in your References. See http://owl.english.purdue.edu/handouts/research/r_apa.html#Your%20Reference%20List for more examples.

1. Einstein, Albert. How the universe was made. University of California Press, Berkeley, California, USA. 1919.

2. Smiley, Wiley. Posting notes to wikibooks. http://anywhere.com/htmlpage.html. Accessed 2005.11.14.
